


to be a spur to act, to pursue ethical principles and behaviors that 
guide our common life. Whatever we produce and consume can 

have a positive impact on the economy, on the environment, and 
on our society.
With this mindfulness I founded Manus Loci, an NGO with the 
mission to contribute to the dignity of the most deserving among 
the less fortunate by sharing their heritage, land and work. 
St. Augustine once wrote: “Life is a book, and those who do not 
travel read only a page”. I am eager to tell and unveil my discoveries. 
My dream is for my work to influence as many people that have 
the power to recreate a natural harmony between Nature and 
humans, triggering a virtuous cycle between collective wellbeing 
and development. 

   

We all have a dream, but sometimes we don’t dare to make it true, 
believing it is unachievable. Since I was a child, my dream was to 
travel the world and encounter new people, their lands, and narrate 
what I have discovered through the lens of my camera.
It was my father-in-law Ernesto Illy who inspired and encouraged 
me. While I was listening to one of his wonderful stories about 
the world of coffee and the plantations he visited, I asked him: 
“Erny, wouldn’t it be beautiful to share all of this with people”? He 
answered: “You should do it.”
Everything became crystal clear: I had to communicate the stories 
and values hidden inside a cup of coffee. My first travel, disguised 
as a honeymoon, was 25 years ago in Kenya with my husband and 
an old borrowed camera. Since then my Nikon and I visited more 
than 20 countries. A journey without borders to the South: a bit like 
Ulysses, I’m guided to follow “virtues and knowledge”. I search for 
intense, strong and emotional pictures, full of beauty and dignity. 
I want to discover and learn, get to know the world and unfold 
it through photos of lands and peoples while sharing secluded 
moments of intimacy to make the unknown become familiar. 
In all my travels, I uncovered places much more beautiful than could 
appeal at first sight, a world that could be improved if only we could 
overcome the ignorance that surrounds it. Schopenhauer stated 
that the “real” world is hidden under a veil, the Veil of Maya, which 
makes humans see it as they desire instead of how it really is. I 
believe photography and storytelling are the best tools to lift this 
veil.
Today, while we live in an era of systemic unsustainability, awareness 
is vital: we can’t shy away from our responsibilities. Awareness has 

THE “REAL” WORLD IS 
HIDDEN UNDER A VEIL, 
THE VEIL OF MAYA, WHICH 
MAKES HUMANS SEE IT AS 
THEY DESIRE INSTEAD OF 
HOW IT REALLY IS.



LIVING
TRADITION



The Sahara Desert. A Tuareg nomad woman gets ready to spin her loom. Tea is offered as a welcome sign, 
and sipped three times: the first sip is as bitter as life, the second is as sweet as love, the third is agreeable as death. 
It’s enjoyed under the burning sun and beneath the stars at night. It takes time, but time doesn’t run out in the desert 
because life is inextricably linked to the rhythm of the earth.



CULTURAL
IDENTITY



The Sahara Desert. A Tuareg nomad shepherd in his traditional resting pose on one leg. Nine million km² 
stretching approximately 1600 km from North to South and 5000 km from East to West, these are the dimensions 
of Sahara, the largest desert! Living in the emptiness, in isolation, where dignity and silence instill rigorous respect.



LIVELY
COMMUNITIES



Kebili, Douz. The market. The market of Douz takes life in an oasis of over five hundred thousand palms, surrounded 
by the Sahara. The silence of the desert is broken as soon as the market’s square is reached, where everything comes 
alive with a concentration of traditions and customs, overlapping voices and vivacious colors. Endless bargaining 
and chanting go along with the sale of mules and dromedaries, but, as the day ends, all goes back to place, 
and the oasis is silent again waiting for the next visit from the mysterious inhabitants of the desert. This city is known 
as the door to the Sahara, and it has been an important stop-over in caravan routes.



STRENGHT 
AND

RESILIENCE



The Sahara Desert. Dromedaries are used in transportation due to their outstanding performance in the desert. 
They can carry up to 200 kg a day for 40/50 km or carry a person for eight consecutive hours at the velocity of 20 km 
per hour. They consume very little: they can resist eight consecutive days without water, but at their “pit stop” can 
drink up to 100 liters of water – even if salty – in just ten minutes.



WATER 
& LIFE



Water: a blessing, vital source, menace or necessity: all in one word, nothing can replace it. 
The British poet W.H. Auden wrote: “Thousands have lived without love; not one without water.”



CHANGING
LANDSCAPE



Chott el Jerid, the Big Salted Lake. A surface of over 5000 km² of crystal salts spread out over a sand and clay 
bottom. A changing landscape with the appeal of a woman that changes appearance along with the seasons. 
Unfortunately, it is easier to create a desert then a forest.



LIGHT AND 
SHADOWS



The Sahara Desert. During the day, dry branches are picked up to cook the bread. A mixture of flour and water 
is worked finely to create a wide and flat shape, then buried to bake under the scorching sand. Soon after, a fragrant 
smell invades the emptiness, while the fire creates lively shadows, elusive shapes that will disappear at sunrise, 
in the brightness of the desert.



GRACE AND 
DIGNITY



The Sahara Desert.  A Tuareg woman gently hides her smile. The Tuareg women are the queens of the Sahara. 
They keep their face unveiled to show their beauty. They can marry and divorce as they see fit and are the keepers 
of the most precious possessions of their tribe. Appearance is very important to Tuareg people, and women always 
carry themselves with elegance and poise.



FUTURE
GENERA-

TIONS



Little princes of the sands open their eyes on a new way of life, looking toward progress while fighting to keep their 
roots. Since childhood, Tuareg learn to memorize the names of the valleys and the wells of their own regions. 
A well, in a context of a nomad society in constant movement, is a symbol of stability. Tézezgret is “the way that brings 
to the well”, an indispensable path that connects living things to life. Animals, vegetables and human beings all meet 
on the road that leads to water.



ART IN 
NATURE



The Sahara Desert, the big Erg. The power of the wind can subvert everything, but can sometimes act as an artist. 
Art and culture, especially if strictly linked to nature, are an important leverage, not used enough to give the possibility 
of redemption to disadvantage countries. “How many deserts do human beings have to cross! Above all the desert 
within, when we have no love for God or neighbor.”  (Pope Francis) 



FAMILY
LIFE



The Tuareg society is based on family. Targhia, the Tuareg woman, has a crucial place for nomad tribes. The mother 
is the home, the central figure where the community develops arounds. She does strenuous work and manages 
the campsite during the long absences of her husband while he travels in caravan. She is the custodian of the culture 
by passing on the music, poetry and oral education to her kids.



ENJOY THE 
SILENCE



God created the lands and lakes and rivers so that the man could live in it. The desert so he could find his soul. 
Tuareg Proverb.

In the desert, words have no weight.



A THREE YEARS PROJECT 
OF SUSTAINABLE WATER 
MANAGEMENT IN TUNISIA 
BY CHH INDUTRIAL.
 An initiative to provide water and infrastructure in one of the 

most arid area of Tunisia, the Governorate of Kebili, support 

agriculture, a sustainable water management, and, ultimately, life. 

This ambitous project is promoted by Cnh Industrial and its global 

brand of agricultural machines, New Holland Agriculture, in the 

framework of a cooperation agreement endorsed by Fao. It aims 

at several objectives: to build and repair traditional water collection 

systems, to set up vegetable gardens for families, to improve the 

pastures, create orchards and new woodlands and to guarantee a 

fully sustainable water management. 

ELISABETTA ILLY’S 
PHOTOGRAPHIC REPORTAGE 
IS FEATURED IN THIS CONTEXT. 
Cnh Industrial’s project is narrated meticulously through an 

extended photographic reportage made by Elisabetta Lattanzio 

Illy: a real and engaging testimony of the current situation and 

the step by step implementation of the project. A journalist and 

a photographer, Elisabetta Lattanzio Illy works on illustrating an 

irrefutable and evocative reality through images. The high impact 

photo series, previewed in a Bruxelles exhibit, emphasize the 

importance of the project toward the affected populations and 

documents the ongoing positive changes. The reportage shows 

how, even if Africa’s industry is growing in many sectors, two third 

of the sub-Saharan population still live in an unstable environment. 

The situation can get worse: according to the United Nations 

demographic forecasts, by 2035 Africa will have doubled its 

population, reaching over two billion residents. 

A SPECIAL 
PROJECT 

FOR TUNISIA 
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Elisabetta Illy
mobile: +39 334 3993920

mail: elisabetta.illy@gmail.com

facebook: @illyelisabetta

instagram: elisabetta_illy

elisabettailly.com




